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MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — KEELTY REPORT 

34. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
On behalf of the member for Cockburn, I acknowledge the students from Spearwood Alternative School who are 
here in Parliament today.  

I refer to the findings on page 3 of the Keelty report that was tabled today, that an independent review about the 
management of the Margaret River bushfires is warranted. 

(1) Why did the Premier not make the terms of reference wide enough to cover the fighting and 
management of the bushfire? 

(2) Will the Premier immediately table the post-incident reviews by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority on how the fires were managed?  

(3) If no to (2), why not?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I am absolutely at a loss to understand why the Labor Party would come into this place and be critical 

of the people who fought that fire. Some 500 men and women were out fighting that fire. The Leader of 
the Opposition has responded by criticising the firefighting effort. That is all he has done.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I am anticipating a supplementary question from the Leader of the Opposition. I am not 
interested in noise at this point. I simply want to hear the answer from the Premier.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: He’s getting a script from the minister.  

The SPEAKER: Stage whispers might be a little bit better, member for Girrawheen. I formally call you to order 
for the third time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Keelty inquiry was to investigate and report on how this prescribed burn got out of 
control, leading to the loss of 32 homes and damage to 16 others. It was not to inquire into the fighting of that 
fire. Does the Leader of the Opposition not get the purpose of the Keelty report? He has completely missed the 
whole point of the Keelty report. He has totally misunderstood why this inquiry was undertaken. Keelty has 
reported into the circumstances and what happened over the breakout of the prescribed burn. There will be—as 
there always has been and always will be—an incident report into what then happened, which was the fighting of 
the fire. I have not seen any criticism in the Keelty report, and neither have I heard any criticism, of the way in 
which that fire was fought.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member can laugh and snigger at it. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It was not in the terms of reference, so why would he have a finding about it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member does not understand that after any major fire there is an incident report. That 
incident report will be undertaken, as always happens—it happened in the hills and in Toodyay—and Keelty’s 
comment was that there should be an independent overview, and I agree with him. That is normal. The point I 
make is: how could the Leader of the Opposition have read Keelty’s report and watched the events of the last 
three months and not realised that was not what we were inquiring into? All the Leader of the Opposition has 
done is come in here today and criticise the fighting of the fire. That is not the issue that was being looked at. All 
the Leader of the Opposition did was come in here and criticise the firefighting effort. The member for Vasse 
was down there, so I can tell the Leader of the Opposition firsthand that the efforts by 500-plus people fighting 
that fire were outstanding—professionals, DEC, FESA, volunteers; it was an outstanding effort. During their 
firefighting effort, at about four o’clock in the afternoon, the sense was that the wind was going to swing around 
from the north west to the south west, and that fire would have come back onto the western side of Margaret 
River. Had that happened, potentially 500 homes would have been at risk. It was the efforts of the firefighting 
crews that stopped that event happening. Congratulations to the firefighters. This side of the house supports 
them. The Leader of the Opposition just comes in here and implies criticism of them. You are a weak Leader of 
the Opposition. You do not stand up for the people of this state. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Some members in this place have been around long enough to know that if I stand on my feet 
and you continue to talk, I will formally call you to order—member for Albany and member for Warnbro. The 
Leader of the Opposition has a supplementary question. 
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